
Concordia Newsletter 
April 2022 

 
 

  

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH AND CHRISTIAN DAY SCHOOL 
Christ shaping us into community here… 
   Empowering us to impact community there. 
 
Rev. Michael Geml  Mr. David Beringer   Mr. Kyle McClure 
Senior Pastor  CCDS Principal   Minister of Music 
        
DCE Chris Henze  Mrs. Leslie Brown            
Youth Minister   Business Administration   
  
   Mrs. Betsy Murray 
   Assistant Principal 
   Early Childhood Director 
   
  Ms. Susan Harman  Mr. Phil Heath 
  Administrative Assistant Praise Worship Leader 
     Part-time 
    
    



 
 
 

“I SEE THAT, AND I’LL RAISE YOU.” 
 I am not, nor have I ever been a poker player.  This is mostly due to 

the fact that I cannot stand losing money.  While I may not play the game I do 

know some of the terminology.  When someone says, “I see that and I’ll raise 

you,” it means one of two things.  Either they believe they have a better hand 

than you or they are bluffing.  Whether you win or lose you eventually must 

lay your cards on the table.  At that point, everyone knows who won. 

 April will bring us to the end of the Season of Lent, into Holy Week and 

on the 17th we will rejoice in Worship at the Resurrection of Jesus.  At each of 

the three Services (7am, 9am, 11am) our voices will be lifted in praise to God 

for the miraculous raising of Jesus from the dead.  We know that to get to the 

joys of Easter Sunday Jesus endured degrading ridicule, savage beatings, deep 

humiliation, false accusations, a mock trial and finally an excruciating form of 

capital punishment called, Crucifixion. (where the word excruciating comes 

from).  By all outward appearances Jesus looked like the ultimate loser.  But 

the last hand was yet to be played. 

 God the Father, in love for us all, allowed His beloved Son, Jesus, to 

endure such undeserved punishment so that we would know that our sins are 

forgiven.  How can we be sure?  Was God bluffing?  No!  Imagine the Lord God 



saying this concerning the suffering of His Son, “I see that and I’ll raise you.”  

In the raising of Jesus from the dead, God’s cards were laid out for all to see 

who the winner is.  The winner is you and me and all who look in faith to the 

resurrected Lord who is the Savior of all.  In light of God’s raising of Jesus, 

Paul’s words resonate so loudly in our ears and in our hearts, “Do you not 

know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into His death?  We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in 

order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

we too might walk in newness of life” (Roman 6:3-4).  That newness of life is a 

life lived in grateful response to the promises of God who raised Jesus and will 

also raise us to eternal life.  I pray your celebration of the Resurrection will be 

especially meaningful for you and your loved ones.   

God’s grace, mercy and peace be with us all! 

 

Pastor Geml    

 



From the Board of Elders:  
We miss you, brothers and sisters in Christ! 
 

Pastor Geml and the Board of Elders are concerned with your spiritual health 
and attendance at worship during the past three years.   Our starting point 
will be a letter from Pastor Geml to invite you to let us know how you are in 
your spiritual and worship life.   Our intent is not to chastise or criticize.   We 
understand that the Covid-19 pandemic has affected each of us in different 
ways.  Our intent is to insure that you are involved in a healthy spiritual and 
worship life and, if not, to invite you to return to Concordia for worship, Bible 
study, Sunday school, and fellowship. 
 

Concordia Board of Elders 
 
 
From the Board of Stewardship: 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – lcms.org/stewardship 
Newsletter Article – April 2022 
 
 
Blessed Shall You Be 
 
“Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field. Blessed 
shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of 
your cattle, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock. Blessed 
shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. Blessed shall you be when you 
come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.” (Deuteronomy 28:3-6) 
 
This is God’s promise to the Israelites as they stood beyond the Jordan 
outside of the Promised Land. He promises blessing to His people. He will 
make them prosper, whether they are in the city or the field. He will make 
their fruit of their work to prosper, whether from the ground, their wombs, 
their flocks, or their herds. He will make them to prosper in all things, 
whether upon their coming in or their going out. 
 
But there’s a catch. He would do this for Israel only “if you obey the voice of 
the LORD your God.” (Deut. 28:2b) If they did that, He would cause that “all 
these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you.” (Deut. 28:2a). If they 
didn’t obey the voice of the Lord, if they didn’t keep the commandments of 

https://www.lcms.org/how-we-serve/national/stewardship-ministry


the Lord and “walk in his ways” (Deut. 28:9), they would be met with curse 
and woe. The blessings would be replaced with curses. Everything that the 
Lord promised to prosper and bless would be cursed and fail. 
 
Thanks be to God that our Lord Jesus Christ has come into our flesh and 
fulfilled the law for us – in our place and for our benefit. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ died for us – in our place and for our benefit. Our Lord Jesus Christ is 
risen from the dead for us – in our place and for our benefit. By this we have 
justification before God. We are forgiven, clean, holy, and righteous. The 
blessing of God is promised to us in Christ Jesus. It depends upon his work, 
not ours. 
 
All this is ours in Holy Baptism. For in Holy Baptism, God claims us as His own, 
makes us His children, His heirs, and His holy people. And so it is that the 
work of our hands and its fruit is holy because we are holy in Christ. It is 
pressed into His service, and it thereby becomes a blessing to us and to our 
neighbor. 
 
For this great gift, our reception of the blessings of God because of Christ 
Jesus our Lord, it is our duty to thank and praise, serve, and obey Him. This is 
not in order to receive the blessings but because in Christ we already have. 
With this in mind, we sit down on the first day of the week and set aside as 
He has prospered us to give to His church for His work of blessing in our 
midst (1 Cor. 16:2).  
 

 
 



 
Invite a young person to read the resurrection story from Luke 24:1-6. If one 
is not present, it may be read by an adult. 
 
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking 
the spices they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from 
the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord 
Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them 
in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to 
the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the 
dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen.  
 
Prayer for the day:  
Lord God, 
You loved this world so much, 
That you gave your one and only Son, 
That we might be called your children too. 
Lord, help us to live in the gladness and grace 
Of Easter Sunday, everyday. 
Let us have hearts of thankfulness 
For your sacrifice. 
Let us have eyes that look upon 
Your grace and rejoice in our salvation. 
Help us to walk in that mighty grace 
And tell your good news to the world. 
All for your glory do we pray, Lord, Amen. 
 
Prayer for the table:  
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us this day. 
May this meal be blessed as we gather to celebrate together. 
May your love be shared amongst us as we enjoy the gift of fellowship. 
May we remember to give out the grace and forgiveness that you have freely 
given us, and may we always give thanks for your sacrificial love. 
Amen. 



Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
Pastor Geml, Concordia Staff and Congregation: 
 
Our family would like to express our appreciation to all of those who 
performed services for Pat Smyre’s funeral.  
 

Special thanks goes out Kyle McClure for the lovely music, Susan Harman for 
her efforts preparing the bulletins for the service, and, to Pastor Geml for 
delivery of scripture and sermon. Your words and kindness during our time of 
need will always be remembered by our family. 
 

We would also like to thank all the members of the congregation for all of 
your prayers, visits, sympathy cards and well-wishes.  For those who were 
able to attend the service and/or visitation, it meant so much to us to see so 
many friendly and supportive faces during a time of grief.  The kindness of 
those that prepared food and comfort to the family to gather thereafter is 
also greatly appreciated. 
  

Our family is unanimous in our belief that the service is one with which Pat 
would have been very pleased. 
 
Thanks again! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Billy M Smyre 
Jeff Smyre 
Lynette & Ken Roll 
 
 
White Easter Lilies symbolize the purity of Christ to Christians and are 
common decorations in churches and homes around the Easter holiday. 
Their growth from dormant bulbs in the ground to flowers symbolize the 
rebirth and hope of Christ’s resurrection. They went on to become the 
unofficial flower of Easter celebrations across the United States. 
It’s time to order Easter lilies to decorate the sanctuary on Easter morning.  If 
you would like to place one in memory or honor of a loved one, you can find 
the forms at the Welcome Centers and on our Facebook page.  The deadline 
to order is Friday, April 8th!  You can print the form that follows and drop it 
off at the church office.  Thank you for helping beautify our sanctuary. 



 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Save the Date:  Our weekend at Camp Linn Haven this year is September 2nd 
– 5th.    Yes!  It is Labor Day Weekend and we have a 3 day weekend!  Mark 
your calendars and make plans to attend. 
 
 
 

Save the Date: Vacation Bible School is 
June 19th – 24th.  Sunday June 19th is the 
kick-off with VBS to follow at 9am-12pm 
Monday through Thursday.  God loves you 
no matter what!   
 

We need your help!  Crew Leaders, Station Leaders, and many other helpers 
are needed to have a successful VBS.  Crew Leaders usher a group of 5 
children to each of the stations.  Station Leaders will help children 
understand the lesson by offering snacks, crafts, singing, a video and other 
activities based on the theme.  Online registration will be offered soon.  Pray 
for a successful “Monumental” VBS! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

F.I.S.H. will begin April 20th and run through May 25th. 
 
Here are the classes that will be offered: 
 
5:00-5:30 PM - Dorcas Dunker - 2.5 years-6 year olds  
5:00-5:30 PM - Kathy Unverfehrt - Parenting Class 
 
5:30-6:00 PM - Meal Served 
 
6:00-7:00 PM - Dorcas Dunker - 1st& 2nd Graders 
6:00-7:00 PM – Julie Moser 3rd- 6th Graders 
 
6:00-8:00 PM – Chris Henze – Youth SOS 
6:00-8:00 PM – Pastor Geml – Confirmation 
 
6:00-7:00 PM - Carl Roth - “Lutheran Spirituality: Word” - Adult Room #1 – 
Written by respected Lutheran Scholars in the US and Australia, this adult 
Bible study series emphasizes the Bible, Luther’s Catechism and the Lutheran 
hymnal  as concrete and integral resources for a truly Lutheran spirituality. 
 
6:30-8:00 PM - Susan Harman - Chrismon Workshop - Adult Room #2 
 
7:00-8:00 PM - Dave Beringer - “Book of Matthew” - Emmaus Room - The 
apostle Matthew writes his gospel to proclaim to the world that it’s promised 
Savior has come. Pointing to Jesus as the fulfillment of the Old Testament 
prophesies, Matthew proclaims the universality of Jesus’ love. 



 

 
ALL IN THE FAMILY 

(This is an update of the happenings in the Life of  
Concordia since the last Newsletter) 

 
Hospital/Out Patient: 

Doris Kaylor, John White, Lois Hintzmann 
 

Sympathy To: 
Billy Smyre and family upon the death of his wife, Pat. 

Dexter Warren and family upon the death of his wife, Karey (Gussy) Warren. 
 

 

Blessings to:  
Luke & Katrina Garrison upon the baptism of Abagail Faith. 

Raegan Hayman upon the birth of a son, Cameron Lee Hayman. 
 
 

Other Prayer Needs: 
Our church and school staff and students  

The unchurched in our area and throughout the world 
Our church, school, and leadership 

Our national and world leaders 
People in Ukraine 

 
 
 
 
 



Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
We would like to convey our sincere gratitude to our Concordia family. God 
has infused Concordia with a heart of generosity, and this was made truly 
evident in our lives when our little Abigail was born premature. Thank you 
for your acts of service, prayers, gifts, and words of encouragement. You are 
God's hands and feet, and we are blessed to be a part of this church and 
school. 
 
The Garrisons 
Luke, Katrina, Caleb, Lydia, and Abigail 

 
 
 

Grandparents’ Gratitude for your prayers for Eli Ames 
  
 Thank you for your continuing prayers for our grandson, Eli Ames.  It 
seems a long time since his first surgery in February 2020, because his 
recovery comes at a very slow pace.  With help, he is able to walk a few 
steps.  He is learning to vocalize some sounds and say some words.  He is 
stronger and as he continues to grow, his energy lasts longer.  He can move 
his left leg and arm a bit more. He still cannot swallow, so he is nourished 
through a feeding tube.  A physical therapist, an occupational therapist and a 
speech therapist work with him every week.  His parents are his primary 
caregivers.  One bright spot for Eli is that soon he will be in his own room, a 
conversion of half the garage to include a handicap bathroom.  Although 
they are eager to return to worship at church, and go about more normal 
activities, because of his compromised immune condition, his parents are 
cautious about exposing him to germs or viruses, even to allergens and 
spring colds.  We appreciate your prayers and we see the grace of God at 
work as Eli slowly recovers.  By the grace of God, his family, in good spirits, 
meets the challenges of what needs to be done, one day at a time.  Thank 
you so much for remembering Eli and his family.   
 
Barbara and Paul Nelson 

 



 
 

Portals of Prayer - If you would like to renew your subscription to Portals of 
Prayer, please let the church office know before April 8th.  Renewal fees are 
$9.50/year for the Pocket size, $15.50/year for the Digest size, and 
$17.50/year for the Large-print edition.  The church provides large print 
editions for all of our shut-ins.  If you want to be a new subscriber, the price 
above applies to new subscriptions also.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can be greeter!  We are looking for names of members who would like 
to be a greeter for church services.  This includes most church services and all 
locations.  Our goal is to start this back up in April and especially for Holy 
Week and Easter services.   
 
Please call the following people to volunteer or if you have questions.   
Sandy Von Rentzell – 303-829-9801           Ann Marie Blackmon – 828-464-4734 
Thank you! From the Board of Assimilation 



 
From the Board of Assimilation:  
Have you seen some members walking around wearing a name tag?  Would 
you like to have your own?  Here is your chance.  We would like to have 
everyone in the congregation wearing a name tag including friends that wish 
to become members or just like visiting regularly.  The form follows.  Just fill 
it out and return to the church office with your payment.  It makes it easy to 
remember names and get to know each other. 
 

Let’s do some name-calling, Concordia! 
 

Ever wish you were cleverer at remembering names?  God knows each of His 
own by name (see Isaiah 49:16 and 43:1, John 10:3, etc.), but our memories 
for names often need help.   
 
Let’s wear our name badges to worship, fellowship, all Concordia events. 
 
Don’t have one?  Easy fix:  Drop this form and your payment into the 
offering plate or at the church office; then sit back and await delivery.  It’s 
that simple. 
 
Concordia’s magnetic badge is light and easy to wear and read.  No pins to 
jab you or spoil your clothing.  Cost is $7.00 each.   
 
Please clearly print here………………………………………………………………………… 
     Name     
 
Best telephone number _________________________________ 
 
 
Payment enclosed ____________________ ____________ 

Cash (preferred)  Check 
  

 
The Board of Assimilation thanks you for your participation! 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated 
in our February Chili Cook-off!  We had 
14 pots of chili to sample and 
approximately 70 people attend. 
Stephanie Farmer received the travel 
trophy for the tastiest chili.     

 

We enjoyed seeing friends of all ages attend and enjoy sampling the different 
selections of chili.  Some tried their hand at corn hole, Jenga and just 
socializing with others.  All were entertained watching the children try to 
break the piñata. 
 

Thank you to Terry Kuchenbecker for helping with setup/cleanup.  A big 
shout out to Avery Beringer and friends who helped entertain the younger 
children giving parents a little break to enjoy the evening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Concordia’s LLL & Youth are sponsoring this year’s Easter Breakfast.  Come to 
the Family Life Center at 8am to enjoy a hearty breakfast and fellowship.  
Help send our youth to the National Youth Gathering this summer.   
Menu: Biscuits & Gravy, Sausage, Bacon, Scrambled Eggs, Fresh Fruit, 
Pastries, Juice, Coffee, Milk, Hot Chocolate and Cider.  Adults $5, Children $3. 
 
 



Youth Ministry INFO for April 2022 
“He has risen!  He is not here.”  Mark 16:6 

NYGathering Carwash: 
Join us on Saturday, April 2nd between 10am-1pm at The Salvation Army 

store in Conover.  All proceeds go to support our NYG troupe! 
 

The SYC and YMT meet on Sunday, April 3rd: 
Our Sr. Youth Council and Youth Ministry Team will meet on Sunday, April 3rd 

from 12-2pm in Youth Central.  Lunch will be provided.  All parents are 
welcome to join us! 

 
Pre-Teen & Jr. Youth work @ Backpack Program: 

To all 5th-8th graders… please join us on Sunday, April 3rd at 4:30pm at Youth 
Central.  We will travel over to The Backpack Program and help with this 

special ministry from 5-6pm.  Your help is needed! 
 

 
Confirmation Retreat in March 

Working @ Camp Linn Haven! 
 

 



Join us for Easter Breakfast! 
Working together our Lutheran Layman’s League and National Youth 

Gathering group will be hosting Concordia’s Easter Breakfast in the Family 
Life Center from 8:00-9:00am on Easter Sunday.  Please join us! 

 
*We will set up on Saturday, April 16th from 11am-4pm…for those who 

would like to help us! 
 

Our Youth Sunday School will help @ Easter Egg Hunt: 
Please join us Easter Sunday at 10:15am to help with the children at 

Concordia’s Easter Egg Hunt.  Come have fun! 
 

 
Our Cub Scouts are traveling to Patriot’s Point April 8-10, 2022! 

Have fun, be safe and learn! 
 

National Youth Gathering Meeting: 
We meet on Sunday, April 10th from 5-7pm in Youth Central.  

A $100.00 trip payment is due! 
 

 

Watch for the Pink Flamingos to land very soon… 

 



 
Youth Ministry INFO for April 2022 

 

 Confirmation Weekend is April 30th & May 1st  
Saturday-9:00am is the Confirmand’s “Faith Statements,” “Stole Faith 

Statement” and Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 
Sunday-10:00am pictures with families 

11:00am Worship Service (Rite of Confirmation & 1st Communion) 
12:00pm Reception in the Emmaus Room 

 
*Please join the newest confirmed members of Concordia Lutheran Church 

as they profess their Christian Faith before God and man. 
*Please join us to welcome and encourage our Confirmands at the reception 

in their honor.  The congregation is invited! 
 

 
Sunday, April 24th is Concordia’s Spirit Day                                                   

Join us any time on Sunday, April 24th at Sweet Frog in Hickory.  20% of the 
sales will be donated to Concordia’s National Gathering Youth & their trip 

this summer to Houston, Texas!  Your help is appreciated! 

 



SUNDAY EXTRAVAGANZA                     
March 20, 2022! 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Reflections from the Board of Christian Education 
All Scripture is breathed our by God and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good 

work. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 

April reveals beautiful displays of colorful spring flowers.  Their vibrant hues 
bring life, energy, and hope to a new season.  During the winter, these 
spring bulbs lay dormant beneath the soil, going unnoticed, and appearing 
to be dead.   Their beauty is stripped and we expectantly wait for the bright 
array of spring colors to once again appear.  As spring approaches, we begin 
to see fresh green shoots pop through the soil with promises of a beautiful 
new life.   
How about you?  Have you been dormant this winter?  Has your spiritual life 
and growth in God’s Word been asleep?  If so, now is the time to awaken!  
Emerge yourself in a daily devotion, join or start a Bible study, be a prayer 
warrior, read the Scripture daily, etc.  
 What changes do you need to make in your life so you can blossom and 
grow in God’s Word and love for you?  Now is the time!     
  
 

       If you are a woman who needs some encouragement, 
check out the following link. 
https://www.lwml.org/todays-mustard-seed-devotion 

 
 

Easter Egg Hunt at 10:15 am on Easter Sunday for Preschool 
through 4th Grade! 

 
 

“The Parent Block” Bible Study is held at 10:10  
                 on Sunday mornings in the Adult 1 classroom. 

                  Bring your children to Sunday School and then 
                come join us to hear what God’s Word says 
               about raising His children in today’s world.   

  



Members, have you made trips across 
town or to another town and 
experienced many obstacles as you 
drove like waiting for a train, or road 
closures and had to make a detour, or 

had to wait in line because all but one lane was open. Sounds a lot like 
our lives as we face many troubles, evils and iniquities. The truth is, no 
one’s life is going to be all sunshine and rainbows as there will always 
be hurt, sorrow, upset, and challenges. That's reality! Through faith 
alone in God, His blessings will still continue to flow. Next time you 
experience these things, ask God for help, and see what God can do 
through your faith in him. 
 

We meet on April 12th at 11:30 AM in the Emmaus Room for a potluck 
luncheon and a short business meeting. We will also have a guest, 
Michel Solesbee.  He will entertain us with his singing. He sang for us a 
few years ago. We also have four other dates scheduled.  We only 
have two Restaurant dates scheduled.  Some PrimeTimers are going to 
the Hudson Dinner Theater on April 8th for dinner and a play.  During 
the year, we will also be planning extra events like this too. 
 

Now for a serious announcement: Our PrimeTimer membership has 
been getting smaller the past few years due to a number reasons. If it 
continues at the pace its going, we won't have enough members to 
schedule meetings and events like we have been doing. So we urge 
any members 55+ that have a couple hours on the second Tuesday of 
each month to join us for lunch and good Christian fellowship. You just 
might like it and make a few friends. Thanks and see you at Church. 
 
  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
       and renew a right[a] spirit within me. 
   Cast me not away from your presence, 
       and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
   Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
       and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

Psalm 51: 10-12 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+51+%3A+10-12+&version=ESV#fen-ESV-14702a


 

The Lutheran Hour can be found on the following local radio stations. 
Station City, State Freq Band Day Time 
WRKB Kannapolis, NC 1460 AM Sun 5:30 AM 
WRNA Kannapolis, NC 1140 AM Sun 5:30 AM 
WXRC Newton, NC 95.7 FM Sun 6:30 AM 

 

April 3 
"This Is the Feast" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
A costly and extravagant meal prepared by a master chef symbolizes the 
meal Christ serves to His people, the Church. 
(Luke 22:27) 

April 10 
"Drawn Through the Cross" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Dr. Michael Zeigler talks about people drawing the cross and how the cross is 
drawing people. 
(Luke 23:34) 

April 17 
"Can I Get a Witness?" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
(Luke 24:48) 

April 24 
"Misplaced Doubt" 
Guest Speaker: Pastor John Nunes 
(John 20:24-29) 

 



CONCORDIA 
Christian Day School 

A Tradition of Excellence   in a Changing World 
 
 

Mission Statement 
Our Mission is to provide a comprehensive, excellence-driven education in which an 
integrated faith in Jesus Christ is fostered, celebrated, and shared throughout our 
community. 

Enroll Now for 2022-2023 
We are now accepting enrollment applications for the 2022-2023 school year. When you 
are talking with your family and friends about schools, please remind them of the 
outstanding Christian education available at Concordia. Call the school for a personal tour. 
Spots are filling fast. We want every possible child to be given the opportunity to learn 
about Jesus. 
 

ANNIE JR. TICKETS NOW ON SALE 
 

A talented group of 5th – 8 th -grade students, are excited to take the 
Concordia stage on Friday, April 8 at 7:00 PM and Saturday, April 9 at 3:00 
PM. Tickets are on sale now for $5.00 each in the school office or at the door. 
The show’s Director is Ms. Stephanie Guelzow with Musical Director, Mrs. 
Jessica Westby. The cast is listed below: 
Orphans: Molly - Cherish Freeman, Tessie - Celia Christian, Pepper - Ella 
Arru, July - Addyson Edwards, Duffy - Keaton Webster, Annie - Bella Thomas, 
Miss Hannigan - Phoebe Carver, Bundles McCloskey - Mia Mozgala, 
Apple Seller - Lydia Walters, Dogcatcher - Helen Murray, Sandy - Karla 
Freeman, Officer Ward - McKenzie Church, Grace Farrell - Christabelle 
Carter, Drake - Kailyn Patin, Cecille - Lydia Walters, Annette - Mia Mozgala, 
Mrs. Greer - Karla Freeman, Mrs. Pugh - Helen Murray, Servants - McKenzie 
Church, Emily Williams, Oliver Warbucks - Mason Hamrick, Chauffeur - Kailyn 
Patin, Usherette - Emily Williams, Cop - McKenzie Church, Rooster - Grayson 
Byerly, Lily - Sierra Kate Lilly, Bert Healy - Helen Murray, 
Sound Effects - McKenzie Church, President Roosevelt - Emily Williams, 
Louis Howe - Mia Mozgala, Policeman - McKenzie Church, 
Star-to-Be - Kailyn Patin, New Yorkers - McKenzie Church, Cherish Freeman, 
Grayson Byerly, Celia Christian, Ella Arru, Keaton Webster, Lydia Walters. 
Karla Freeman, Helen Murray, Addyson Edwards, Emily Williams, Sierra Kate 
Lilly, Mia Mozgala, Kailyn Patin 



ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Friday, April 29, 2022 

 

It’s not too late to join the fun at Concordia's Annual Golf Tournament at 
Rock Barn Country Club. The last day to register is Friday, April 8. It's a 
great opportunity for a round of golf and to socialize with other parents 
and supporters of Christian education. Contact the school office at 828-
464-3011 if you want to register your team or learn about sponsorship 
opportunities. 
 

Catawba County Soil & Water 
Conservation Poster Contest 

 
Mr. Von Rentzell’s 5th-grade science class participated in the “Soil and 
Water…Yours for Life” poster contest sponsored by the NC Association 
of Soil and Water Conservation Districts. Three of his students took the 
TOP THREE spots in Catawba County! Keaton Webster took First Place, 
Cherish Freeman placed second, and Delilah Martinez placed third. 
Keaton’s winning poster moved to the Area 2 Contest, where it won 
First Place! It will now advance to the State Competition. We are proud 
of all three students and excited to see how Keaton does in the State 
Competition. 
 

SUMMER DAY CAMP PROGRAMS 
June 6 - July 29 

We offer two types of summer day camps, a Preschool Program for rising PS-3 thru 
Kindergarten and a School Age Program for rising 1st Graders thru 12 years old.  
DATES:  Our programs this year are 7 weeks long and begin on Monday, June 6, and 
end on Friday, July 29. We will be closed the week of the 4th of July (July 4-8).   
HOURS:  Monday through Friday, from 7 am to 6 pm 
Please return all forms and registration fee to the school office as soon as possible to 
reserve your child's spot this summer! The registration fee must accompany your 
application, or your application WILL NOT be accepted. 
 

HEARTS FOR JESUS 
This year’s Hearts for Jesus campaign was for World Mission “Treasures.” 
Each “Treasure” is a device that translates the Bible into the languages of 
people living in remote areas. Concordia families raised over $2000.00 to 



purchase 41 “Treasures.” Families that have never heard of Jesus are now 
able to learn about Him! 

 
NATIONAL LUTHERAN SCHOOLS WEEK CELEBRATION 

 

Every March, Concordia celebrates National Lutheran Schools Week by 
having daily activities to engage the students in their faith and focus on 
how they can serve others. “In All Things” was the theme. The associated 
scripture verse for this year is Colossians 1:15-20. 
 

A theme was celebrated each day of 
the week: You Matter Monday; 
Tuesday, Peace, Love, and Lorax 
(Dr. Seuss and Tie-dye Day; 
Wednesday, Dream Job Day; 
Thursday, Whiteout Day; Flannel 
Friday. 
 
After a long hiatus due to COVID, 
grades 1 – 4 were able to have their 
spring musical during Lutheran 
Schools Week! Wackadoo Zoo, 
under the direction of Mrs. Jessica 
Westby, was a hit with students and 
families. Grandparents got their 
own special performance on 
Grandparents’ Day! 
The school also held a Scholastic 
Book Fair. Our students LOVE 
reading and were so excited to visit 

the book fair. It was an incredible opportunity for our library to acquire 
exciting new books. 
 
We were blessed to be able to enjoy this week all together! 
 
 

SPORTS NEWS 
Spring sports are running full speed ahead. We have 17 students 
competing in tennis, nine on the golf team, and 13 on the flag football 
team. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Accreditation Report  
Four Lutheran principals and executives from around the nation visited UCHS as part of the 
Cognia/Lutheran School Accreditation process.  They met with students, faculty, administration, 
parents, the LR President, and many others.  They did 25 classroom observations and 
discovered the many benefits of an UCHS education.  In their exit report they pointed out the 
outstanding faculty and how everyone is invested in making UCHS a better school.  While 
academics is important, it is sharing the message of the Gospel that defines the ministry of 
UCHS.     
 
UCHS Swim Team Has Successful State Meet 
The UCHS Swim Team competed in the NCISAA Division 3 State Championship on February 
15th with the Girls placing 3rd and Boys placing 7th in a very close competition! Many 
Barracudas graced the podium: Emma Edwards-1st Place 200 IM and 500 Free, Sean Kelty-1st 
Place 100 Breast and 2nd  Place 200 IM, Jackson Behmer-3rd  Place 50 Free, team of Emma 
Edwards, Margaret Johnson, Ava Blair, & Alyssa Drendel-1st Place 400 Free Relay, and team 
of Emma Edwards, Margaret Johnson, Alyssa Drendel, & Virginia Young-2nd Place 200 Medley 
Relay. 
 
National Lutheran Schools Week 2022 
We had a GREAT time observing National Lutheran Schools Week before Spring Break!!  We 
celebrated Grecian-style with after-school Olympics, Trivia, a door decorating contest, Togas, 
and dress-up days.  Our favorite was “Anything But a Backpack Day” where students toted 
their books in mini shopping carts, toy trucks, luggage, baskets, skateboards, pet carriers, 
sleeping bags, wheelchairs, a mini-fridge, and the most out-of-the-box, a human backpack!  
Mrs. Jeana Link and our Student Council did an amazing job planning and leading the many 
activities! 
 
Enrollment Opportunities for 2022-2023 
We still have openings in the 9th and 11th Grades for the 2022-2023 school year.  If you are 
interested, please call 828-855-2995.  New applicants can schedule a tour with one of our 
Student Ambassadors and meet with Principal Unverfehrt to find out more about what UCHS 
has to offer! 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

 

Ian Canrobert 1-Apr 
Dylan Miller 2-Apr 
Stefanie Van Buren 2-Apr 
Dalton Bogert 3-Apr 
Mary-Kate Moretz 4-Apr 
Kaitlyn Lindler 5-Apr 
Frances Kaylor 6-Apr 
Jody Cecil 6-Apr 
Debra Harwell-Braun 6-Apr 
Adrian Hefner 7-Apr 
Gregory Bedder 7-Apr 
Christen Jones 7-Apr 
Sue Ballbach 7-Apr 
Will Noell 7-Apr 
Stine Isenhower 10-Apr 
Cindy Bare 10-Apr 
Ella Cecil 11-Apr 
Frances Hale 11-Apr 
Collin Carlton 12-Apr 
Jennifer White 12-Apr 
Lindy Kuchenbecker 14-Apr 
Alex Opper 16-Apr 
Jude Beringer 16-Apr 
Patrick Yancey 17-Apr 
Hilda Hefner 17-Apr 
Dexter Warren 18-Apr 
Dave Beringer 18-Apr 
Hayes Elliott 19-Apr 
Elijah Weaver 19-Apr 
Luke Garrison 19-Apr 
Renee Karre 20-Apr 
Victoria Yount 20-Apr 

Evan Moretz 21-Apr 
Clarence Pugh 21-Apr 
Newby Hunsucker 22-Apr 
Greyson Frye 22-Apr 
Anna Ward 22-Apr 
Jim Moser 24-Apr 
Austin Kuchenbecker 26-Apr 
Ana Iriarte 26-Apr 
Kyle Hayman 27-Apr 
Katrina Palozzi 27-Apr 
Brenda Harris 28-Apr 
Ella Bryan 29-Apr 
David Kelley 29-Apr 
Dorcas Dunker 29-Apr 
Kyle Brown 30-Apr 
Deborah Jones 30-Apr 
Joyce Yount 30-Apr 
Jacob Miller 30-Apr 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your name is missing from one 
of these lists, please let the church 
office know. 

sharman@concordianc.org 

828.464.3324 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex and Paula Opper 3-Apr  
Gary and Marigene Matthews 4-Apr  
Carl and Pat Welch 7-Apr  
Lori and Paul Bedder 7-Apr  
Cliff and Leslie Brown 11-Apr  
Matt and Jody Cecil 28-Apr  

 

mailto:sharman@concordianc.org


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

1 2 
 10am NYG 

Carwash 

 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

9am Worship & Communion - FLC 
10:10am Christian Education 
11am Worship & Communion - Sanctuary 
 
12pm YMT/SYC Meet 
5pm Pre-Teen & Jr. Youth Work at 
Backpack Program 

10am Concordia 
Volunteers at 
ECCCM 
 
1:30pm Quilt 
Tacking 
 
6:30pm Scouts 
Meet 

8:30am Staff Devotion 
& Weekly Meeting - EM 

7am Ladies Bible Study - A#1 
 
11:30am Mid-week Lent Worship 
12:15pm Light Lunch - LLL 
 
5:30pm Handbell Practice 
 
5:30pm Light Supper – Youth Ministry Team 
6:30pm Mid-week Lent Worship 
 
7pm Choir A 
7:15pm Youth SOS/Confirmation 

6:30am Men's Bible Study 
 
2pm Pastor's Bible Study - EM 
 
6:30pm Church Council 
 
7pm Praise Band 

7pm CCDS 5th – 8th 
Grade Musical - 
Annie, Jr. – FLC 
 

 

3pm CCDS 5th – 
8th Grade Musical 
- Annie, Jr. – FLC 
 

 

   Palm Sunday                 10  11  12  13 Maundy Thursday 14 Good Friday 15  16 
9am Worship & Communion - FLC 
10:10am Christian Education 
11am Worship & Communion - Sanctuary 
 
5pm NYG Meeting - YC 

6:30pm Scouts 
Meet 

8:30am Staff Devotion 
& Weekly Meeting - EM 
 
11:30am PrimeTimers - 
EM 
 
6:30pm Elders - EM 
6:30pm Stewardship - 
A#1 

7am Ladies Bible Study - A#1 
 
5:30pm Handbell Practice 

 

6:30am Men's Bible Study 
 
11:30am Maundy Thursday 
Worship & Communion 
 
6:30pm Maundy Thursday 
Worship & Communion 
 
7:15pm Praise Band 

School Office 
Closed 
 
11:30am Good 
Friday Worship 
 
6:30pm Good 
Friday Worship 
 

11am Easter 
Breakfast Set-up 

Easter Sunday                17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
7am Sunrise Worship & Communion 
8am Easter Breakfast - FLC 
9am Worship & Communion - FLC 
10:15am Easter Egg Hunt 
11am Worship & Communion - Sanctuary 

Church office 
Closed - Easter 
Monday 
 
 
 

8:30am Staff Devotion 
& Weekly Meeting – EM 
 
6:30pm Assimilation - 
EM 

7am Ladies Bible Study - A#1 
12pm Newsletter Deadline 
5:30pm Handbell Practice 
 
5:30pm FISH - Supper  
6pm Classes Start 
 
6:30pm Praise Band 

6:30am Men's Bible Study 
 
2pm Pastor's Bible Study - EM 
 
4:15pm M & M - Library 
 
6:30pm Christian Ed. 

  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
9am Worship & Communion - FLC 
10:10am Christian Education 
11am Worship & Communion - Sanctuary 

6:30pm Day 
School Board 
 
6:30pm Scouts 
Meet 

8:30am Staff Devotion 
& Weekly Meeting - EM 
 
4:30pm ECCCM Board 
Meeting 

7am Ladies Bible Study - A#1 
5:30pm Devotion in Motion 
 
5:30pm FISH - Supper  
5:30pm Handbell Practice  
6pm Classes Start 
 
6pm Youth SOS-
Confirmation 
6:30pm Praise Band 

6:30am Men's Bible Study 
 
2:00pm Pastor's Bible Study - 
EM  

 9am Confirmation 
Rehearsal-
Sanctuary 
 
1pm 
Confirmation 
Reception Set-up 
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